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Picasso to F. Scott Fitzgerald, Winston Churchill to sex kitten Brigitte Bardot. The glorious strip of

Mediterranean beach stretching from Marseilles to Monaco still attracts writers, artists, film stars,

and scoundrels. Betcherman's rich account will delight tourists and armchair travelers alike.
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If you enjoy reading about the rich and famous, you might enjoy this book. Tells some history of how

the French coast became the playground for the wealthy and the artsy. Not a book for everyone, but

interesting.

Really loved this book. Bedtime reading as full of interest and a very good history of the

development of the Riviera - a part of the world I know well. The history was not so well known to

me, until now. Feel that the research has been thoroughly done and well written. One enters a

different world whilst reading this book and am able to realise the freedom which women, especially,



enjoyed before 'liberation'. Recommended for anyone interested in the social history of a part of the

world borrowed from France by the English each season for so many years.

This is a well-written social history of the French Riviera. It's a delightful story of the rich, famous,

and infamous, who for over 150 years in successive waves, came to vacation on the sunny

Mediterranean shores. I especially enjoyed the first person anecdotal accounts from the writings of

its illustrious international cast of characters and the author's ability to place them in their historical

and cultural contexts. I recommend this book.
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